[image: Image result for free catholic clip art first sunday of advent] (
                                                   
Beginning again in 
Hope ...
 
Advent Poem
O Lord
,
let Advent begin again
in us,
not merely in commercials;
for that first Christmas was not
simply for children,
but for the
wise and the strong.
It was
crowded around that cradle
,
with kings kneeling.
Speak to us
who seek an adult seat this year.
Help us to realize
,
as we fill stockings,
Christmas is mainly
for the old folks —
bent backs
and tired eyes
need relief and light
a little more.
No wonder
it was grown-ups
who were the first
to notice
such a star.
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Candlelight Mass for the Deceased
) (
Today is 
Mission Sunday
 and the Holy Father invites all Catholics to contribute to a special collection. Every person in every parish in every country where the Church is present will be celebrating together and sharing what they have, no matter how little.  It is the one Sunday in the year when the Mass is celebrated exclusively for missionary activity.  Donations are collected at these worldwide Masses and they go to support churches, hospitals, schools and vocations in countries where the Church is new, young or poor.  It is also the one Sunday in the year when your generosity goes directly to help mission parishes overseas and reach out with Jesus’ message of hope and love.  World Missions Ireland is the Holy Father’s official charity for overseas mission.  It is responsible for coordinating Mission Sunday in Ireland and, through local bishops, churches, and missionary congregations around the world ensures that resources are distributed equitably and justly on the basis of need.  In offering our prayers, we join with missionaries everywhere in communion and compassion to support them in spreading the Good News, and by giving a donation we respond to Christ's call to feed the hungry and clothe the naked so please give what you can. Thank You.
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First Sunday of Advent.
                 3
rd
 December, 2017
 
1
st
. May
, 
 
2016
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Fr. John O’Shea P.P. 
 The Presbytery, 
Raheen  •
  
087 9708282
Fr. Richard Davern,
 
Ballyduane
, 
Clarina
  •
  087-2977500  •  061 353529
Fr. Robin Thomas
, “St. Joseph’s”, 
Lifford
 Avenue.
  089-4333124
Mary Egan, Parish 
Secretary
  •
  061 210869  •  10am - 4pm
  
•  e
-mail: parishoffice@mcrparish.com
)  
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Candlelight 
Carol Service Sunday December 10
th
 at 6.30 pm St. Nessan’s Raheen.
   
Following the very positive response to our inaugural Carol Service last year, we are all set again for this year.  Along with the parish and school choirs who joined us last year, we are delighted to welcome 
Gaelscoil
 
An
 
Raithin
 and the guest choir joining us this year is an all female choir from 
Killaloe
, called “The 
Gunas
”!  All are welcome; step away from the chaos and spend a pleasant hour together focusing on the true joy of Christmas.
Knitivity
:   Toys will be on sale on Saturday and Sunday 9/10
th
 Dec.
So
ciety of St. Vincent de Paul: 
The collection for Christmas Help will be held this weekend.  There is a great concern this year for families who have become homeless or are facing the prospect of homelessness.   
Sincere thanks and best wishes to all for your goodwill and generosity throughout the year and at this time.
**Collection Boxes for Food**
 
(non-perishables) will be 
left  in
 the churches next weekend 9th/10th Dec.  Every little means a lot!  
Míle
 
buíochas
 and 
every
 blessing.
Santa Letter Programme 2017: 
   
Santa Letters will be available
 for collection this weekend after Masses 
in Raheen Church.  If for any reason that you cannot collection your letter at that time on those dates, please contact Marian on 
086-3929367 or Clodagh 087-6675150
.
The Knights of 
Columbanus
 Limerick
 would like to invite men to an hour meeting (each Monday night during Advent) to explore together how we can enhance for ourselves the S
piritual meaning of Christmas.  
These meetings will take place at the Jesuit Spirituality Centre in 
Dooradoyle
 (just opposite Garry
owen rugby field. 
Commenced 
on Mond
ay November 27th.
 
at
 8.o clock. 
 
If you know of anyone interested joining the Limerick Branch of The Knights of 
Columbanus
 Limerick please contact me at 087 6187586 or Brian McCarthy at 086 1613827.
Milford Hospice Light Up a Memory
: You are warmly invited to the official ceremony to mark the illuminating of the Light 
Up A
 Memory Tree at Milford Care Centre on Sunday 10th December, at 6 p.m.  The ceremony will incorporate carol singing prior to the illumination of the tree followed by refreshments.  Each person remembered on the tree will be enrolled in the Light 
Up
 a Memory book on display in the Hospice during the coming year.
World Meeting of Families Icon comes to St. John’s Cathedral:
The Limerick Diocese invites you to a Festival of Families for details see 
www.facebook.com/WMoF2018Limerick
 or call 061-400133
St. John’s Cathedral
Monda
y December 11
th
5.45 p.m.  Opening Mass
Tuesday
 
 12
th
 Dec - 
9 a.m. Adoration
.
9.45 a.m. Morning Prayer
10 a.m. Mass with Bishop Brendan
1 p.m. Caring for the Sick.
5.45 Mass and St. Anthony Novena
6.15 – 7 p.m. Reflection on the Icon
Wednesday
 – 13
th
 Dec.  9 a.m. Adoration
9.45 a.m. Morning Prayer
10 a.m. Mass.
   10.30 a.m. Icon Reflections for schools.
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Mass Times
 
2
nd
/3
rd
 December.
Vigil 
6 pm 
 
    
  
Colm
 
Glavin
 
 
(
A)
  
          
                        
 
 
1
1. a.
m.
       
 
  
Bill 
Cussen
   
 (A)
12.30 pm.  
  
 
   
Richard Butler 
(A)
              
also
  
Bridie
, John & Henry O’Sullivan(A)
Crecora:
    
 
   
 
Tom & May O’Leary
 (A)
Mungret:
  
     
Noel Fitzgerald (A)
 
   
      
 
 
      
 
Week ahead 4
th
 – 8
th
 
Dec.
 
 
Mon:
           
  
Pro Pop.
Tue:   
        
 
 
 Sr. Rosario O’Connor 
 
 (A)
  
Wed:
 
11 a.m
. 
Requiem Mass Joseph Hickey RIP
                   
  
 
(
No 10 a.m. Mass
)
 
Thurs;      
   
 10 a.m. and Vigil 7.30 p.m.
Fri
:10
 am 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
.
                      
  
Joe Rice (A)
Raheen:
 
Weekend 9
th
/
10
th
 
 December
.
 
 
 
 
6 p.m.
         
 
 Margaret Keyes (Months Mind)
            
also
   Nora and Joseph Moriarty (A)
             
also
  Mick
 Power (A)
 
 
              
    
               
11 a.m.        
 
 
Margaret 
Hegarty
 (A)
             
also
  
Hilda
 
Mulvihill
 (A)
12.30 p.m. 
     Patrick O’Grady (A)
                 
      
Michael Murphy (A)
 
C
recora
:
  
 
    
Gerry & Bridget 
Foley
(
A)
             
also
   
Michael Toomey (A)
Mungret
:  
Saturday:    
     Chris Bourke 
(A)
Crecora Church:   
No Mass on Tuesday next.
Padre 
Pio
:  
Wednesday Mungret Church – Mass and Prayers.
Holy Day – Feast of the Immaculate Conception           
               
8
th
 December
.
Times of Masses:  
Raheen:  Vigil 7.30 p.m.  
& 10 a.m.
 
Children from St. Nessan’s N.S. will attend 
10 a.m. Mass.
Crecora 10 a.m.
 
 
Children from 
Crecora N.S. will attend at this Mass.
   
Mungret 11.30 a.m.
     
Baptism Meeting:  
Thursday next 7
th
 December at 7.30 p.m.  
in
 the Millennium Centre, Raheen.
Parents having their child baptised are encouraged to attend this meet
ing in preparation for baptism.
Please note
 – 
the January Meeting will be held on the 2
nd
 Thursday – 11
th
 January (just for that month)
Christmas Youth Retreat
:  Youth 2000 invites all young adults 
between 
 
16
-35 to a Catholic Weekend Retreat – 8th December to 10th Dec – 
Newbridge
 College, Co. Kildare.  
T
o book a place 
see 
 w
ww.youth2000.ie
 or telephone 01-6753690.
           
) (
  
MASS 
TIMES 
 IN
 THE PARISH
 
:
       
HOLY DAY – 8
TH
 December, 2017  see below……
   
 
Raheen:
 Vigil 6pm Sun
 11am 
& 
12.30 pm
 
Mon
-Tue10 am Wed 11am.Thurs 10 
a.m.
&
 7.30 pm 
Fri
 10am
.
 
Adoration 10.30am–
10 pm                                                                                                                                            
 
    
Crecora: 
.
Sunday
 
10 a.m
.
 
.
Wed - 
Thurs 
 
 9.15 a.m.
 
Eucharistic Adoration: 
Thurs  
10
 – 11 a.m.
 6p.m. - 
 10 pm
    
 Mungret: 
Sunday
 
11.30 a.m
.
 
Wed  &
 
Fri  9.30a.m.
 
Sat
 11.30 a.m.
 
Eucharistic Adoration:
 
Wed 
10am–12 noon
.
     
) (
 
) (
Come Holy Spirit
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| The Parish of
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“FAITH
IN ACTION
1S LOVE—
AND LOVE
IN ACTION

1S SERVICE."
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